THE    FIGHT    FOR    POWER           137

any money. Schleicher had called a truce for Christ-
mas. Between Christmas and the New Year there was
no possibility of speaking with the masters of industry.
The great struggle to clear the party was therefore
put off till January. For this they were ready to con-
sent to any political concessions, for the party had to
be saved from collapse.

In the middle of December the Italian Minister for
the Air, Balbo, came to Berlin. He stayed with Goring
and was able to admire his own portrait on the wall
of the Gorings' house. Goring put the whole situation
before him. The last time the Reichstag Speaker was
in Rome was 1931 ; he had then visited Mussolini
and the Vatican. But at that time he had met with
but little Italian love in return. Mussolini then held
the same view as the Italian historian Malaparte, who
in his book on ' The technique of the coup d'etat'
insisted that Hitler would never become dictator.

But now, Goring explained, the goal was not far off.
What was needed was only money for the final struggle.
Balbo promised help ; he would discuss the matter
fully with Mussolini.

On 29 December Goebbels wrote in his diary :
c Goring tells me all is in order.' What was in order ?
The Italian money ? Or the planned meeting in
von Papen and Hitler at the banker Schroder's of
Cologne ? Perhaps it was both these things. ' Von
Papen,' Goring explained later, * whom once we had
to fight against for political reasons, has now seen the
true importance of the hour.'

Meanwhile there was coming a fresh surprise in
home politics. The Junkers east of the Elbe, Hinden-
burg's friends and war comrades, were under the cross-